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subordinate social and political position and condemned prevailing sexual double standard during the course
of the 19th century. They urged for womens rights to employment and full citizenship. With the new theories on
Darwinism New Women found a way to rationalize their demands, apart from social and political arguments,
also with biological explanations. They voiced their concerns over the womans reduction in a patriarchal state
and set education, marriage laws and social morality on the top of their reform-list. One factor for early
feminists was the 1832 Reform Act, which governed womens exclusion from the franchise. By the 1850s British
feminism had gained an organized form and coherence, largely through the campaigns of middle-class
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