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ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA. The battles of Philippi and the death
of Brutus and Cassius put an end to the republican party to
whom Caesar owed his death. The whole realm was handed
over to the imperial Triumvirate, who now made a new division
of the vast Roman world. Antony took as his share all the mighty
realm of the Bast; Octavius all the West. To Lepidus, whom his
powerful confederates did not take the trouble to consult, only
Africa was left. The after-career of Antony was a curious and
impressive one. He loved a bewitching Egyptian queen, and for a
false love lost the vast dominion he had won. The story is one of
the most romantic and popular of all that have come to us from
the past. It has been told in detail by Plutarch and richly
dramatized by Shakespeare. We...
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