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health and safety are concerned. Today we are holding a hearing about why mercury is put into vaccines that
are given to children. Is that irresponsible Of course not. If someone holds hearings about mismanagement at
the Department of Education, that does not mean they are anti- education. That means they want our
educational system to be as well run as possible. That is the way that I feel about our vaccine policies. No area is
so sacrosanct that the world will come to an end if we ask some sensible questions and expect to get some
sensible answers. I think this kind of oversight will make our vaccine program stronger not weaker. This spring
we held a hearing about possible connections between autism and the MMR vaccine. We heard lots of testimony
on both sides of the issue. AHer the hearing, I sent a letter to Secretary Shalala. So did Congressman Waxman.
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