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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Contributions to the Hydrology of the United States:
1915 The valley was the stronghold of the Americans during the conquest in 1845, and many of the settlers
became rich in the mines in the years following the discovery of gold in 1848. The commercial production of
wheat in this area was begun by Gen. John Sutter in 1843, and until very recently the growing of wheat and
barley by dryfarming methods has been the principal agricultural industry. The use of water for irrigation has
developed slowly and has encountered a curious apathy, in contrast to the enthusiasm for reclamation by
drainage. Because of a mild climate, a concentrated winter rainfall, and a shallow water table, many field
crops and deep-rooted plants thrive without irrigation. Water is not a necessity; it only makes possible larger
yields, the cultivation of crops with a higher return to the acre, and the cultivation of certain lands otherwise
chiefly valuable for grazing. Such advantages have had little weight with owners of large holdings to whom the
original cost of the land was small. However, the crowding in of home seekers from the East, the diminishing
profits of grain farming, and the increase in land values have combined to bring about the subdivision and sale
of many large parcels of land. To the purchasers of such tracts the advantages of irrigation appeal more
strongly. The price of land is based on its anticipated value under irrigation and not on its value for dry
farming. When subdivided, it is sold for two to three times its value for grain raising, and for many tracts the
purchaser must provide the means of irrigation....
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