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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1807. Excerpt: ... LETTER X. ON THE MANNER AND COURSE OF READING HISTORY. MY DEAR NIECE,
When | recommend to you to gain some insight into the general history of the worlds perhaps you will think |
propose a formidable task; but, your apprehensions will vanish, when you consider that of near half the globe
we have no histories at all;--that, of other parts of it, a few facts only are known to us--and that, even of those
nations, which make the greatest figure in history, the early ages are involved in obsurity and fable: it is not
indeed allowable to be totally ignorant even of those fables, because they are the frequent subjects of poetry
and painting, and are often referred to in more authentic histories. The first recorders of actions are generally
poets: in the historical songs of the bards are found the only accounts of the first ages of every state; but in
these we must naturally expect to find truth mixed with fiction, and often disguised in allegory. In such early
times, before science has enlightened the minds of men, the people are ready to believe every thing--and the
historian, having no restraints from the fear of contradiction or criticism, delivers the most improbable and
absurd tales as an account of the lives and actions of their forefathers: thus the first heroes of every nation are
gods, or the sons of gods; and every great event is accompanied with some supernatural agency. Homer,...
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